
DATE: 6/23/2020  

TIME:  6:30 PM  

  

THE BOARD OF CITY COMMISSIONERS HELD A MEETING AT HILLSBORO 

COMMUNITY CENTER AT THE ABOVE-MENTIONED DATE FOR THE 2020 

COMMISSION REORGANIZATION.  

  

Commissioners present: Sando, Kress, Reese, Sather and Skager.  

  

Commissioner Sando opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance at 6:30 PM.  

  

Commission President Sando welcomed the re-elected Commissioner Kress and newly elected 

Commissioner Shawn Skager.  

  

Commissioner Sando recommended the following changes on the portfolio assignments.  

In the changes it was discussed to eliminate the Police portfolio as the Traill County Sheriff is 

the City of Hillsboro’s law enforcement as of 2018.  

  

Commissioner Terry Sando: Finance and Airport  

Commissioner Levi Reese: Pool, Economic Development and Recreation District  

Commissioner Dave Sather: Streets, Fire Department and Garbage  

Commissioner Mike Kress: Planning & Zoning, Water, Sewer and City Buildings  

Commissioner Shawn Skager: Cemetery, Electric, Grounds and Personnel  

  

Commissioner Sather moved to approve the above portfolio assignments. Commissioner Kress 

seconded. On roll call vote, the following Commissioners voted yes: Kress, Reese, Sather, 

Skager and Sando. None voted no. Motion carried.  

  

Commissioner Kress moved to approve the re-appointment of the following:  

  

City Assessor – The Meyer Group  

City Attorney – John Juelson  

City Engineer – Advanced Engineering and Environmental Services, Inc  

City Health Officer – Dr. Charles Breen  

City Superintendent – James Anderson  

Fire Department Chief – Jamie Reed  

Commission Vice President – Levi Reese  

Cities official depositories: Dakota Heritage Bank and Goose River Bank  

City of Hillsboro’s official newspaper – Hillsboro Banner    

Commissioner Sando had discussion of City Auditor moved to end of Regular Meeting.  

  

Commissioner Sather seconded. On roll call vote, the following Commissioners voted yes: 

Kress, Reese, Sather, Skager, and Sando. None voted no. Motion carried.  

  

  

  



 At 6:35 PM the City Commission moved on to the Regular City Commission meeting.  

  

Reading of the Minutes:  

  

Commissioner Reese moved to approve the June 1, 2020 Commission Meeting Minutes. 

Commissioner Kress seconded. Motion carried.  

  

 Consent Agenda: June 2020 Disconnects   

  

Commissioner Reese moved to approve the June 23, 2020 Consent Agenda. Commissioner 

Sather seconded. Motion carried.  

  

Presentation of Bills:   

  

AP to be approved on 06/23/2020  As of 06/22/2020    

      

AE2S  Reviews- Jordahl, Riverwalk, sewer; SCADA  $18,777.00  

Agassiz Industrial Group  Pool bench repair (2019)  $601.80  

Aggregate Industries  cement for street projects  $3,542.00  

Ameripride  mops & rugs  $211.79  

Border States Electric  cut-out, splices, load break elbow  $1,380.80  

Business Essentials  office supplies  $119.82  

CHS Ag Services  Barbarian Max, Curtail Herbicide  $223.18  

Cole Papers  masks, purell, wipes  $1,604.66  

David Groven  5 marker pads  $540.00  

Desiree Lacher  Plants & Soil- City Hall  $27.24  

ECRWD  water  $7,496.62  

Ewing Oil  fuel  $52.70  

Farnam's Genuine Parts  floor dry, wrenches, wire  $227.59  

Flieth's Flowers  flowers for pots and gardens  $1,185.67  

Goose River Heating & Cooling  (3) WTP thermostats  $1,924.00  

Grainger  hex plug, clevis hanger, steel rod  $149.75  

Grand Forks Welding  auger & square tube, cutting material  $123.95  

H2O Innovation  membrane & SpectaGuard  $10,541.45  

Hawkins  chemicals- WTP & pool  $8,608.35  

HEDC  2020 advertising  $5,000.00  

Hillsboro Airport Authority  April & May contributions  $428.82  

Hillsboro banner  legal and ads  $655.75  

Hillsboro Community Flag Project  (6) flags  $180.00  

Hillsboro Lumber  door stop, 2x4's  $24.00  

Hillsboro Public School  2019 summer library program  $3,900.00  



Jack Moore  pool liner repair  $1,391.51  

Jim Anderson  clothing & boots  $200.00  

Kathy Duval  pool- lawn fabric, bar keepers’ friend  $28.92  

Klemetson Lawn Mowing  May & June stump grinding  $1,345.00  

KRJB-FM radio  city promotions  $349.00  

Lawson Products  pliers, washers, eyebolt, battery cable  $190.96  

Loffler  May copies & alarm monitoring fees  $164.38  

Meyer Group  2019 tax assessing services  $7,890.00  

Midwest Pest Control  air fresh, rodent control  $128.00  

MRES  May 2020 meter count fee  $365.80  

ND Dept of Environmental Quality  Jon Hams- dues  $15.00  

ND One Call  May service calls  $68.40  

Olsen Hardware  pool supplies, sump pump, wet-dry vac  $586.57  

PowerPlan OIB  RDO- GOV'T Transaction  $150.89  

Premium Waters Inc  water- shop & city hall  $29.25  

PSN  May fees  $280.62  

Recreation Supply Company  Seal Kit 118.95 +Credit of-95.19  $23.76  

Remark Technology   COVID-19 consulting  $2,430.00  

RMB Environmental Labs  water testing  $275.00  

Sandbo Plumbing  WTP sump pump, Pool plumbing  $12,037.09  

Sorum Oil  fuel  $1,902.78  

Team Lab  crack filler, road patch  $12,749.00  

Traill County Auditor  Purchase- 26003000001000  $21.00  

USA Blue Book  chemicals  $273.90  

Verizon Wireless  cellphone  $403.14  

Waste Management  Refuse & recycling  $24,544.88  

    $135,371.79  

  BUSINESS ESSENTIALS CREDIT $70.37  $135,301.42  

  BORDER STATES CREDIT $215.40  $135,086.02  

Total Accounts Payable    $135,086.02  

  

Commissioner Sather moved to pay bills as presented. Commissioner Kress seconded. Motion 

carried.  

  

City Commissioners Reports:  

  

Commissioner Kress – nothing to report  

  

Commissioner Reese – Pool - the heaters are in, we are looking at ways to keep the rain from 

washing into the pool also. All lifeguards have taken the Water Safety Instructor test.  

Rec District – ok  



HEDC – with pull tab proceeds down at this time they are requesting the other $5,000 of the 

approved $10,000 for the year to rewrap the sign on I-29 to promote the City.   

 

Commissioner Reese moved to give the remaining $5,000 to HEDC. Commissioner Skager 

seconded. Motion carried.  

 

Commissioner Sather - Would like the Sheriff to up the patrol on County road 11, which is a 

truck route. Repaving the road has brought speeders, rollerbladers and kids are using it as a 

playground. Asked Jim Anderson if City would be open to a cost share with Traill County to fix 

the intersection by the County shop. 

  

Commissioner Skager – excited to be here.  

  

Commissioner Sando – The airport has a 2 million-dollar grant coming from the Federal 

government and asked if the City would consider a short-term loan of $14,000 a month until 

grant comes. The airport would pay back at that time. We will look at this again at July meeting.  

  

City Officers Reports:  

  

Public Works Director Anderson – Presented a quote from Naastad Brothers for the SE Ditch 

Cleaning and Pipe Replacement at Loyal Avenue. They would like to start this week if possible.   

 

Commissioner Sather moved to have Naastad Brothers start the project. Commissioner Reese 

seconded. On roll call the following Commissioners voted yes: Kress, Reese, Sather, Skager, and 

Sando. None voted no. Motion carried.  

  

City Attorney Juelson – nothing to report  

  

Traill County Sheriff’s Department – Commissioner Skager reported that Sheriff Hunt is 

working on the 2021 budget for City.  

   

Old Business:   

  

City Auditor Decision - Commissioner Sando opened the discussion of City Auditor’s 

Mutzenberger work record noting he had cleaned up records, Riverwalk bonding, Budget final 

due by October. Without Auditor Mutzenberger city business could be set back six months to a 

year with all the ongoing projects. Auditor Mutzenberger had been counseled regarding his 

behavior and knows it was a mistake to bring gun into the workplace. 

Commissioner Reese commented Auditor Mutzenberger is good in the office work but the public 

needs to trust the office and able to to come in to office anytime. The bringing of a gun into the 

office, disrespecting a Commissioner and the ongoing inappropriate behavior is why we need to 

part ways with Auditor Mutzenberger. He is lacking remorse for his actions.  

Commissioner Skager asked why all the Commissioner’s were not informed about Auditor 

Mutzenberger bringing a gun into a government office which is illegal. I had to go to Traill 

County Auditor to get an election packet to run for City Commissioner. We need to move 

forward as a City. 



Commissioner Reese moved to start proceedings to remove City Auditor Matt Mutzenberger 

from his position with the City of Hillsboro. Mutzenberger has 10 days to respond to accusations 

made against him. Commissioner Sather seconded. On a roll call vote, the following 

Commissioners voted ‘Yes’- Kress, Reese, Sather and Skager. Voted ‘No” – Sando. 

 

Attorney Juelson explained Auditor Mutzenberger is an appointed official and has needs to be 

given due process. Then the Commissioners will vote on it. 

 

Commissioner Reese moved to have Auditor Mutzenberger remain on paid administrative leave. 

Commissioner Sather seconded. None voted no. Motion carried. 

 

Commissioner Reese moved to have Deputy Auditor Julie Bjorklund to assume temporary 

Auditor position at $26.00 rate. Commissioner Skager seconded. Motion carried. 

 

New Business:   

  

Mark Merck – Presented proposal for self-storage units on the west side of town by Pat Muller’s 

land and would apply for a PILOT. City will check to see if in city limits.  

  

MSCC & Armory – City Building will be closed until middle of July yet for public to use, we 

still need to follow public health guidelines. The Armory has a wedding reception on August 1, 

2020 scheduled. The renter’s will be allowed in Friday after daycare is closed and Armory will 

need to be cleaned before Monday’s opening of daycare. US Census Bureau would like to use 

MSCC on July 31, 2020 for training.  

Commissioner Reese moved to let wedding reception use Armory with above guidelines and US 

Census Bureau to use MSCC for July 31st.  Commissioner Skager seconded. Motion carried.  

  

Fireworks, July 4th - Commissioner Reese proposed to pay $100 per person for shooting off 

fireworks and to be held by Goose River Golf Course again.  

Commissioner Sather moved to approve the annual fireworks display and pay $100 per person. 

Commissioner Reese seconded. Motion carried.  

  

HEDC Sewer Payment - Commissioner Reese reported the HEDC will be paying $5,000 at this 

time to Kingman Sewer pledge. Despite falling behind by around $30,000, it will be paid in full 

by 2026. 

  

Commissioner Reese moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:00 PM.   

Commissioner Sather seconded. Motion carried.    
  

  

  

________________________                                                _______________________   

   

Julie Bjorklund                                                                 Terry Sando   

City Deputy Auditor                                                        Commission President   

 



The next regular meeting of the Hillsboro Board of City Commissioners will be at 6:30 PM on 

Monday, July 06, 2020 at the Main Street Community Center. The meeting will be open to the 

public, however, social distancing measure must be observed. If you have a cough, fever, or have 

traveled to a highly infected area, please do not attend to protect the safety of others.  

 

 

 


