
DATE: 7/20/2020 
TIME:  6:30 PM 
 
THE HILLSBORO BOARD OF CITY COMMISSIONERS HELD A REGULAR MEETING AT 
HILLSBORO ARMORY AT THE ABOVE DATE AND TIME. 
 
Commissioners present: Kress, Reese, Sando, Sather, and Skager.  
 
Commissioners absent: None. 
 
Commissioner Sando opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance at 6:30 PM. 
 
Reading of the Minutes: 
 
Commissioner Sather moved to approve the July 06, 2020 City Commission Meeting 
Minutes, June 15, 2020 Special  Meeting Minutes and July 13, 2020 Special Meeting 
Minutes.  Commissioner Skager seconded. Motion carried. 
 
Consent Agenda:  Hillsboro Senior Citizens Bingo & Raffle Permit for 2020-2021 
Commissioner Kress moved to approve the Hillsboro Senior Citizens Bingo & Raffle 
Permit for 2020-2021.  Commissioner Skager seconded. Motion carried. 
 
Liquor License Transfer – Hillsboro Vet’s Club for wedding reception at Hillsboro Armory 
on August 1, 2020.  
Commissioner Reese moved to approve the Liquor License Transfer – Hillsboro Vet’s 
Club for wedding reception at Armory on August 1, 2020. Commissioner Skager 
seconded. On a roll call vote, the following Commissioners voted ‘Yes’ – Kress, Reese, 
Sando, and Skager.  Commissioner Sather voted ‘No’ due to concerns of Covid-19. 
Motion carried.  
 
Commissioner Reese moved to approve the Disconnects – July 2020 and Financials – 
May 2020.  Commissioner Skager seconded. Motion carried. 
 
Presentation of Bills:  
 

AP to be approved on 07/20/2020 As of 07/20/2020 
 

   

Acme Tools Dewalt 20v starter kit  Blades $742.98 

AE2S Jordahl, Riverwalk, E. drainage $8,878.67 

Aggregate Industries 6 yd concrete/fill $445.00 

Ameripride Rugs & mops $211.79 

Border States Electric electrical cable, straps & caps $750.85 

CHS Ag Services Talstar professional $108.00 

Core & Main WTP- sleeve, pipe, parts $5,144.91 

Eaton- Cannon Technologies electrical equipment $682.71 



Ewing Oil fuel $65.00 

Goose River Heating & Cooling mini split- generator plant, 
wiring at armory 

$3,950.00 

Great Plains Fireworks Fireworks- 07/04/2020 $1,500.00 

Hawkins Chemicals- pool and WTP $8,435.91 

Hillsboro Airport Authority June Contribution $129.74 

Hillsboro Body Shop 2013 Chevy windshield $338.28 

Job Service of ND (tax section) 2nd Qtr. contribution $243.78 

Midwest Pest Control all pest $333.00 

MN Revenue 2nd Qtrly Income tax  $6.24 

NAPA alternator, h20 pump, battery $456.98 

ND Dept. of Environmental Quality PTRCF 2021 Registration fees $100.00 

ND One Call Concepts June service calls $52.25 

ND State Tax Commissioner 2nd Qtrly Income tax  $1,548.86 

O'Day Equipment down payment- tank gauge, 
printer, probe 

$2,359.26 

Ohnstad Twichell- WF April, May , June Comm Mtgs $600.00 

Paulson Gravel Service 40 yd road gravel $560.00 

Premium Waters shop & city hall water $79.65 

Reit Rock Paving Sr. Citizens Center asphalt $3,500.00 

RMB water testing $200.00 

Sanitation Products sweeper- dirt shoes, shoe 
runner, mirror 

$203.56 

Team Laboratory chemicals and wipes $470.50 

Titan Machinery street sweeper parts $891.56 

USA Blue Book chemical & testing supplies $658.70 

Van Diest Supply Company Altosid, evolver, bva13 $5,768.40 

Verizon cell phone $401.69 

Waste Management refuse & recycling $23,040.80 

Total Accounts Payable 
 

$72,859.07 

 

 

Commissioner Sather moved to pay bills as presented.  Commissioner Reese seconded. 
Motion carried. 
 

City Commissioners Reports: 

 

Commissioner Reese – Pool is good we had 80 this week in swimming lessons. I am 
going to pick up a 250-gallon chemical tank in Brooklyn Park as ours is leaking, the cost 
is $347. 
HEDC has a  meeting next week. 
Recreation District is finishing up the season. 
I have been working with Paul on the signs by the interstate, the school sign is fine as it 
is an  informational sign. The business sign is not a permitted sign so it can come down 
anytime. If a new sign is put up it must be 500 feet from the school sign for state 



highway right away and only four businesses could be on the new sign and needs to be 
permitted. 
Steve Swanson, AE2S is going to do a field survey to find substation lines, right away 
lines and section lines to see if the triangle piece south of the city substation would be 
large enough for the EV charging station. Then we would need to research on who owns 
the land.  
 
Commissioner Sather –asked Jim Anderson to check on the Loyal Ave culvert project of 
when they are going to put it in as weeds are growing. 
 
Commissioner Sando –Airport is working on a grant for a flight simulator for instrument 
flight reviews. Noted, on August 10th, the preliminary budget is due at Traill County. 
 
Commissioner Kress – Planning and Zoning approved three building permits for twin 
homes in Jordahl 1st,  but they only have 20 feet in backyard and according to the zoning 
ordinance it must be 25 feet, so we need a variance for the 5 feet. Steve Swanson, AE2S  
also requested for two utility easements that will hold sanitary and storm sewer pipes in 
the future which are on the plat. 
Commissioner Reese moved to approve a 5-foot variance to 20 feet for Jordahl 1st 
properties as soon as we receive a written or electronic response from Jordahl and a 
request for two utility easements that will hold sanitary and storm sewer pipes. 
Commissioner Sather seconded. On a roll call vote, the following Commissioners voted 
‘Yes’ – Kress, Sather,  Reese, Sando, and Skager.  Motion carried.  
 
Commissioner Skager -  The cemetery had gravel put down on roads. 
 
City Officers Reports: 
 
Public Works Director Anderson – With Jay Alfson being done on July 31st would like to 
start advertising. Commissioner Sather moved to advertise for new Public Works 
employee. Commissioner Kress seconded. Motion carried. 
 
Commissioner Reese -  We need to seriously look at family insurance for employees. The 
cost would be around $12,000 a year per employee who takes it. We need to explore 
this more as it would help with the longevity of an employee. Commissioner Sando said 
we will need to change the employee handbook reflecting insurance and wage 
differences. 
Commissioner Reese moved current employees if they don’t take a raise for two years 
and new employees start at $.50 less an hour to get family insurance will go into effect 
today. Commissioner Skager seconded. On a roll call vote, the following Commissioners 
voted ‘Yes’ – Kress, Sather,  Reese, Sando, and Skager.  Motion carried. 
 
City Attorney Juelson – Waiting to get the deed on the Siebel’s property from the 
County as it is being processed to be recorded after their July 7th meeting.  
 
 



Deputy Auditor Bjorklund –  Working on the loan for the equipment and public works 
building with Goose River Bank. Lesley Connelly is willing to come and help with budget 
and specials. We received from ND Coronavirus Relief Fund  $4,235 on July 17th for 
supplies. 
 
Traill County Sheriff’s Department – Nothing. 
 
Old Business:  
 
City Auditor Proceedings - Attorney Juelson we have spent some sessions in executive 
session working toward a negotiated settlement with Matt Mutzenberger and after our 
last executive session we have reached an agreement that Mutzenberger has signed.  
We need to consider tonight if it is consistent with what I was authorized to negotiate. 
If the Commission approves this agreement, Mutzenberger will part ways as City Auditor 
with a letter of resignation and waive any claims against the City, Commissioners 
individually or otherwise effective upon approval. 
If approved tonight Matt Mutzenberger will receive 3 months’ severance, up to 6 
months health insurance, vision and dental but could be reduced if he gets new job and 
insurance is provided. This is a mutual agreement, we will sign it and be done. 
 
Commissioner Sando – Do we have a motion to accept the severance offer.  
 
Commissioner Reese moved to approve offer. Commissioner Kress seconded. On a roll 
call vote, the following Commissioners voted ‘Yes’ – Kress, Sather,  Reese, Sando, and 
Skager.  Motion carried.  
 
Public Works Building – Commissioner Reese made a motion to accept the Mootz 
Construction bid and electric bid for total of $145,000 for the public works building. 
Commissioner Kress seconded. Motion carried. 
Financing will be through Goose River Bank and will see if we can combine with public 
works equipment purchased loan. 
 
New City Ordinances- Update will be at August 3rd meeting. 
 
New Business: 
 
Auditor Assistance Service – AE2S Nexus – Steve Swanson, AE2S, help with budgeting 
would be $6,500 and on-call support $3,500.   And to utilize with potential training of 
new auditor and special assessments later this fall.  
 
Commissioner Skager moved to use both AE2s and Connelly’s services as needed to help 
in the Auditors office.  Commissioner Kress seconded. Motion carried 
 
Commissioner Reese moved to pay Lesley Connelly up to $3,000 to consult as needed. 
Commissioner Sather seconded. Motion carried. 
 



Hillsboro Day of Service – Commissioner Reese moved to participate in Hillsboro Day of 
Service by sharing expenses of $200 .  
Commissioner Sather seconded. Motion carried. 
 
Water Service Agreement - Steve Swanson, AE2S, still working on it, have a draft copy 
and need to work things out with ECRWD. When we get done will present to 
Commission. 
 
USDA Grant/Loan – Commissioner Reese talked to Steve Swanson, AE2S about a USDA 
loan which is at 1.5% for 40 years for 1 million this is for the I-29 water and sewer line, it 
is for existing systems to be upgraded. It is possible to up to 45 percent forgiven if they 
have money left in their grant fund.  If we didn’t get the grant with 900 homes 
connections it would cost a $3 for sewer connect and $2 for water connect, we would 
have both projects paid off in 25 years.  
Commissioner Reese moved to have AE2S write the grant. Commissioner Skager 
seconded. On a roll call vote, the following Commissioners voted ‘Yes’ – Kress, Sather,  
Reese, Sando, and Skager.  Motion carried.   
 
Auditor Position  – Commissioner Skager moved to advertise for City Auditors position 
for two weeks. Commissioner Kress seconded. Motion carried. 
It was agreed the Commission  will be involved with the hiring of the new City Auditor. 
 
Commissioner Sather asked Public Works Director Anderson to call Cory at Traill County 
Shop as the County agreed to do a fifty/fifty on the street by the Traill County shop but 
would like the City to  head the project. 
  
Commissioner Sather - In the process of healing our Commission I would like for  
Commissioner Sando to rescind  the motion we made against Commissioner Reese for 
sending the information he did to the Hillsboro Banner. That he did this on his own as a 
citizen not a Commissioner. 
 
Commissioner Sando moved to rescind motion if Commissioner Sather moved to  
rescinds motion also.  Commissioner Sather seconded. On a roll call vote, the following 
Commissioners voted ‘Yes’ – Kress, Sather,  Reese, Sando, and Skager.  Motion carried.  
 
Commissioner Skager moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:56 PM.  Commissioner Kress 
seconded. Motion carried. 
 
 
 
_____________________   _________________________ 
Julie Bjorklund     Terry Sando 
Deputy  Auditor                             Commission President 
 

The next regular meeting of the Hillsboro Board of City Commissioners 
will be at 6:30 PM on Monday, August 03, 2020 at Hillsboro Community Center. 


