
DATE: 04/03/2023 
TIME:  6:30 PM 
 
THE HILLSBORO BOARD OF CITY COMMISSIONERS HELD A REGULAR MEETING AT  
MAIN COMMUNITY CENTER AT THE ABOVE DATE AND TIME. 
 
Commissioners present: Reese, Sather, Geray, Evans, Kress 
 
Commissioners Absent: None 
 
Commissioner Reese opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance at 6:30 PM. 
 
Reading of the Minutes: 
Commissioner Sather made the motion to approve the March 20, 2023, meeting minutes. Commissioner Evans 
seconded the motion.   
None voted no, Motion carried.  
 
Presentation of Bills 

A P to be approved on 
04/03/2023 

PAID on 04/03/2023  Amount  Check 
# 

Aramark Linen Services  $        
150.04  

26452 

Breidenbach USDA Water/Sewer Main  $ 
233,515.70  

26453 

Business Essentials CH Supplies  $        
190.60  

26454 

ECRWD Water  $     
7,866.29  

26455 

Goose River Heating & Cooling Thermolee Control Board- 
Knecht 

 $        
671.00  

26456 

Grainger Electric Parts  $          
83.04  

26457 

Hawkins Chemical  $        
322.51  

26459 

HEDC Lodging Tax- Mar  $          
56.26  

26461 

HEDC Sales Tax  $     
4,534.87  

26460 

Hillsboro Stars & Stripes Annual Dues  $        
350.00  

26462 

HTC Phones/internet services  $        
981.44  

26458 

Jacobson, Brenda Refund for cemetery lot fee  $        
250.00  

26463 

Midwest Pest Control Pest control  $        
197.00  

26464 

Miller's Fresh Foods Shop Supplies  $            
9.99  

26465 

ND Rural Water Systems Backflow device testing  $          
25.00  

26466 

Ohnstad Twitchell Jan-Feb-Mar Commission Meet  $        
600.00  

26467 

Olsen Hardware Supplies  $          
60.79  

26468 

Radisson Hotel NDLC Conference Hotel  $        
172.80  

26469 

RMB WTP  $        
112.17  

26470 

Sandbo Plumbing Armory mop sink faucet  $        
628.65  

26471 

Sorum Oil Fuel  $     
3,286.58  

26472 



Traill County Treasurer Policing Contract - March & April  $   
34,508.16  

26473 

USA Blue Book Conductivity Solution/chemical  $        
467.56  

26474 

Valley Plains Parts Sale  $          
13.45  

26475 

Verizon Wireless Phones  $        
432.88  

26476 

Wrights Repair cylinder & Weld Anchor  $        
139.59  

26477 

  
 

 $ 
289,626.37  

  

 
Commissioner Kress made the motion to pay the bills as presented. Commissioner Geray seconded.  None voted no. 
Motion carried. 
 
 
City Commissioners Reports: 
 
Commissioner Evans: Nothing to report. 
Commissioner Sather: Nothing to report. 
Commissioner Kress: Nothing to report. 
Commissioner Geray:  

• Electrical- Looking at getting some transformers in stock due to supply chain concerns. Public Works 
Director Anderson would like to order 5 3 phase transformers for about $50k coming out of the electrical 
fund.  

Commissioner Geray made the motion to allow Public Works Director Anderson to purchase five, three phase 
transformers at about $50K. Commissioner Kress seconded the motion.  
In a roll call vote 
Yes- Geray, Kress, Sather, Evans, and Reese.  
Motion carried.  

• Load Control – 50% done, wondering how we will go about getting the other 50%. When Public Works 
Director Anderson gets the list, Commissioners will start making calls. 

• HEDC- Meeting update on Walden Vet Clinic, has a lot of remodeling to do before opens. Bingo has started 
up at Goose River Brewery every Thursday and every other Sunday.  A thank you to Gary Nysveen a 12-year 
veteran for his years of service on the board.  

Commissioner Reese: 

• HBC Ticket # 2021004- 103 4th St NE, Court date is Wednesday April 12, 2023. There has been some clean up 
happening on this property. Wait and see what happens in court.  

• Today, April 3, 2023, Public works Director Anderson and Commission President Reese sent out a 
declaration for a snow emergency.  

• Declaration for 2023-002 for a flood emergency. 

• Need a motion to approve.  
Commissioner Sather made a motion to approve the 2023-002 Declaration for a flood emergency. Commissioner Kress 
seconded the motion.  
In a roll call vote 
Yes- Kress, Geray, Sather, Evans, and Reese.  
Motion carried.  

• Proclamation making April 30, National Therapy Animal Day.  

• Last week City Auditor Frederick and Commission President Reese met with State Auditor Heath Erickson on 
what it would cost and a time frame to do the audit. We need the 2020, 2021 and 2022 audits to be 
completed. They would not be able to get a 2-year audit done in 1 year. Asking the Commission to look at 
private firms to get quotes on cost and a time frame to get the 3 years completed in 1 year.  

 Commissioner Geray made a motion to get bids on audit outside of the State Auditors office for the years of 2020, 
2021 and 2022. Commissioner Evans seconded the motion.  
In a roll call vote 
Yes- Evans, Sather, Geray, Kress, and Reese.  
Motion carried.  
 

 
City Officers Reports: 
Public Works Director Anderson:   

• When this snow event is done and roads get cleaned up, work on getting down to the pool and clean it up 
and get ready for the flood.  



City Attorney Strom: Nothing to report.  
City Auditor:  

• Utilities Auditor Myers and City Auditor Frederick attended North Dakota League of Cities last week. There 
was a lot of good information, and we learned a lot. Received a leadership training reward. Highly 
encourage all the Commissioners to attend these. Can post information on our website for those interested 
in knowing what is learned at NDLC. 

Sheriff’s Office: Nothing to report.  
City Engineer Swanson: Nothing to report.  
 

  
BC Ticket Items: 

• Ticket # 2022004 218 4th St NE- Reached out to the individual. If there are vehicles in the way, please reach 
out to the sheriff’s department.  

 
Old Business: 
 
Policy Handbook:  Working on this, not yet completed.  
 
Administration Assistant Position:  Tabled until Policy Handbook is completed. 
  
New Business: 
 
Property Tax Exemption for Improvements 

• 403 2nd Ave NE 
o Making this 3-year tax exemption. 

Commissioner Geray made a motion to accept the property tax exemption for improvements at 403 2nd Ave NE for 3 
years. Commissioner Kress seconded the motion.  
In a roll call vote 
Yes- Kress, Evans, Sather, Geray, and Reese.  
Motion carried.   
 
 
Citizens Addressing the Commission: 
 
Several citizens addressed the Commission about property taxes.  
Rick Nelson- Concerned over the hiring process. 
Chuck Punton- Is the electrical fund making money. 
            Would like to see Commissioners filling sandbags.  
Vonnie Manthey- Wondering about the pool if it will be open.  

 
Adjournment: 
Commissioner Sather moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:12pm. Commissioner Kress seconded. Motion carried. 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________   _________________________ 
Julie Bjorklund      Levi Reese 
City Deputy Auditor    Commission President 

 
 
 

The next regular meeting of the Hillsboro Board of City Commissioners 
will be at 6:30 PM on Monday, April 17, 2023, at Main Street Community Center. 


