
DATE: 12/04/2023 
TIME:  6:30PM 
 
THE HILLSBORO BOARD OF CITY COMMISSIONERS HELD A REGULAR MEETING AT  
MAIN COMMUNITY CENTER AT THE ABOVE DATE AND TIME. 
 
Commissioners present: Reese, Evans, Pohlkamp, Geray, Sather 
 
Commissioners Absent: None  
 
Commissioner Reese opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance at 6:30 PM. 
 
Reading of the Minutes: 
Commissioner Sather made the motion to approve the November 20th, 2023 regular Commission minutes with 
adjustment. Commissioner Evans seconded the motion.  
None voted no 
Motion carried.  
 

A P to be approved on 
12/04/2023 

PAID on  12/04/2023 Amount Check # 

Acme Tool Tools $513.94 27064 

Aramark Linen services  $169.74 27065 

ARVIG BORING $14,487.00 27066 

Border States Parts/services  $5,791.06 27067 

Bright Way Window City hall window cleaning  $51.00 27068 

Canon Financial Monthly charge $120.00 27069 

core and main water/sewer $3,887.88 27070 

David Groven Cemetery $2,984.00 27071 

Hawkins chemicals  $2,922.81 27072 

HEDC Sales tax $23,196.79 27074 

HEDC LOGING TAX $569.95 27073 

HILLSBORO PARK BOARD Revenue sharing- Nov $3,142.41 27075 

HJELMSTAD, ABBY Mileage $65.50 27076 

MANTHEY, WAYNE SNOW REMOVAL $270.00 27077 

Miller's fresh foods Coffee, water, peroxide $28.87 27078 

MMUA MEMBERSHIP $520.00 27079 

MYERS, SARA Reimbursement  $127.65 27080 

Naastad Brothers Rutvold curbstop repair $1,292.40 27081 

Napa Parts $529.37 27082 

ND League of Cities Drug and alcohol testing program $420.00 27083 

Nodak Electric Campground $824.61 27084 

Olsen hardware RR park lights and shop $530.84 27085 

Olsen, Scott Utility Credit Refund $894.94 27086 

Olympic sales Garbage totes $2,590.00 27087 

RMB WTP $297.30 27088 

Sorum Oil Gas $1,712.07 27089 

Traill County Treasurer Sheriff Contract $19,190.83 27090 

Valley Plains Equipment Parts $139.05 27091 

Verizon Phone $432.76 27092 

  TOTAL $87,702.77 
 

 



Presentation of Bills 
Commissioner Evans made the motion to pay the bills as presented. Commissioner Pohlkamp seconded. 
None voted no 
Motion carried. 
 
City Commissioners Reports: 
Commissioner Sather:  

o Will be meeting with Country Side Sanitation along with Casey and Jim  
Commissioner Evans:  

o Nothing to report 
Commissioner Geray:  

o HEDC- Traill County community Showcase will be Dec 14th 2-4 at Goose River Brewery 
▪ Willing to donate to the new electric sign 

o HBA- Winter wonderland activities this weekend 
o Elect- Load control will resume this winter as soon as an electrician is lined up 

▪ Street light decorations- some where not working and Public works will be working on 
replacing sockets  

o Commissioner Pohlkamp: 
o Nothing to report  

Commissioner Reese: 
o Planning and Zoning will be meeting with an inspection company at the Dec 11th meeting. 
o Pool grant was signed- need to make decision, get bids, and allocate funds 
o John’s retirement party was a success and would like to thank all who came out to celebrate him, also a 

thank you to all who had a part in planning. 
o The rate we purchase electric at will be increasing January 1. A decision will need to be made next meeting 

on rate increases. 
o An individual would like to annex land into town- Reese would like to move forward with the process. No 

objections from other commissioners  
City Officers Reports: 
Public Works Director Anderson:  

o Absent  
City Attorney Strom:  

o Update on the Oster property: 
o Revised letter approved by Stock and Sherrif department was sent to sheriff office for personal 

service. 
▪ City right of way /city owned properties will follow the abandonment procedure in city 

ordinance and state law. Storage of things in right of way can be removed by the city, 
stored, after the holding time has lapsed items can be sold at auction. Owner can get 
items back at any time as long as all fees are paid.  

o Thank you to the City for a putting together John’s Retirement party  
City Auditor Eggermont:   

o Audit is still in progress. At this time all requested documents have been submitted 
o Procurement policy- basing a purchasing policy on current procurement policy 
o Internal control memo- auditors request for the 3 year audit. Please review for next meeting and email any 

question to Casey 
o Working on inventory planning to finish by end of month 
o On the schedule for electric rate study 
o Side projects and promotions 

o City staff along with Bryan and Bill from public works decorated the tree 
o Retirement party – thank you to all that came, Café, Sundae brew, 3R floral  
o City float for the HBA light parade 
o S’more bags 

o Wondering if the City of Hillsboro would like to sponsor the Community Choir  
Commissioner Sather made the motion to sponsor the Community Choir. Commissioner Pohlkamp seconded. 
None voted no 
Motion carried. 

o Would like the commissioners to approve the office staff getting standing desks (3). Appling for the WSI 
grant to help government offices cover cost for ergonomic improvements. 

Commissioner Evans made the motion to approve the purchase of 3 standing desks using the WSI grant. Commissioner 
Sather seconded. 
None voted no 
Motion carried. 
 
 



Sheriff’s Office:   
o Steve Hunt reported on personnel update: 

o Hired 2 dispatchers and 1 more interview this week 
o Hired 1 Deputy- he will graduate from the academy Dec 14th and will start working the following 

Monday 
o 2 Deputy position still open 

City Engineer Swanson:   
o Nothing to report   

BC Tickets:  
o Oster property  

Addressed in JR’s updates above 
 
Old Business:  
Employee Handbook    

o No changes or updates needed, Move for approval 
Commissioner Pohlkamp made the motion to approve the employee handbook as presented. Commissioner Geray 
seconded. 
None voted no 
Motion carried. 
 
New Business: 
Tax Exemption clarification 

o No motion was previously made after looking at past meeting minutes 
o Up to $150,000 tax exemption for up to 2 years of a new build 

Commissioner Sather made the motion to offer a $150,000 tax exemption up to 2 years for new builds. Commissioner 
Geray seconded. 
None voted no 
Motion carried. 
Starion bank cash management business request 

o Starion reps reached out to Casey  
o Wanting to represent more small municipalities  
o Wanting to take over all accounts  
o Offering 3.5% interest rate 
o Commission agrees to contact local banks to see if willing to negotiate rates 

New Electric city sign 
o Cost to replace sign is $25,000 

o Higher resolution 
o Cloud based 

o HEDC is willing to donate $10,000 
o Missouri River willing to donate $5,000 
o Needing $10,000 
o If other community organizations would like to donate contact Commissioner Reese or City Hall 
o If donations do not cover total cost will the city be willing to cover the rest  

Commissioner Sather made the motion to ask if other local organizations are willing to donate to the cost of the sign. 
If the donations do not cover the $10,000, the city will use sales tax money to cover the cost of the sign. Commissioner 
Evans seconded. 
Roll call vote 
Yes: Sather, Evans, Geray, Reese 
No: Pohlkamp 
Motion carried. 
Christmas thank you city employees 

o Usually give $25 Hillsboro bucks 
o Would like to do Jackets for employees embroidered with city logo 

Commissioner Evans made the motion to purchase jackets for employees. Commissioner Pohlkamp seconded. 
None voted no 
Motion carried. 
 
Hillsboro Dollars for scholars raffle  
Commissioner Sather made the motion to approve the raffle application. Commissioner Pohlkamp seconded. 
None voted no 
Motion carried. 
 
 
 



Citizen addressing commission 
o Chuck-  

o appreciate the commission taking time to think before making decisions 
o Asked about the garbage rates and said he asked around to other small towns and thinks that 

Hillsboro may be under charging  
o Abandoned vehicles question  
o Thank the city for putting on the party for John  
o Who is in charge of taking care of riverwalk mowing and upkeep  

▪ Commission stated that city in charge of city space, but the rest is up to the developer 
o Rick-  

o Thank you to all involved in the retirement party  
o Welcomed new auditor 
o Riverwalk promotions, irrigation, trees. Make it look welcoming.  
o Thank all of you for what you do 

 
Adjournment:  
Commissioner Sather made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:45PM. Commissioner Pohlkamp seconded the 
motion.  
None vote no 
Motion carried.  
 
 
 
_____________________   _________________________ 
Casey Eggermont      Levi Reese 
City Auditor     Commission President 
 
 

 
  

The next regular meeting of the Hillsboro Board of City Commissioners 
will be at 6:30 PM on Monday, December 18th, 2023, at Main Street Community Center. 


