
DATE: 06/05/2023 
TIME:  6:30 PM 
 
THE HILLSBORO BOARD OF CITY COMMISSIONERS HELD A REGULAR MEETING AT  
MAIN COMMUNITY CENTER AT THE ABOVE DATE AND TIME. 
 
Commissioners present: Reese, Sather, Geray, Evans 
 
Commissioners Absent: None 
 
Commissioner Reese opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance at 6:30 PM. 
 
Reading of the Minutes: 
Commissioner Sather made the motion to approve the May 15, 2023, meeting minutes. Commissioner Geray seconded 
the motion.  
None voted no, Motion carried.  
 
Presentation of Bills 

A P to be approved on 
06/05/2023 

PAID on 06/05/2023  Amount  Check # 

Alicia's Cleaning Services Cleaning- June  $        300.00  26580 

Allegiant Load Control  $     3,792.17  26581 

Aramark Linen Services  $        150.04  26582 

Banyon Data Systems Support  $        975.00  26583 

Border States Alum hot line connection  $     1,267.75  26584 

Bowersox, Bruce Planning & Zoning  $        200.00  26585 

Brown, Paul Special Assessment Committee x 2 Meet  $        100.00  26586 

Business Essentials Office supplies  $          57.99  26587 

Core & Main Chemical  $        428.44  26588 

Deluxe Envelopes  $        991.45  26589 

ECRWD Raw water  $   10,267.77  26590 

Electric Pump Riverwalk lift station work  $     1,918.37  26591 

Flieth's Flowers Flowers  $     1,000.00  26592 

Geray, Paul Beautification Committee  $        200.00  26593 

Halstad Telephone Internet/Phones  $        969.41  26594 

Hamilton, Chase Meter deposit refund  $        150.00  26595 

Hawkins Chemical  $     5,073.95  26596 

HEDC Sales tax  $     9,452.74  26598 

HEDC Lodging tax- May  $          79.64  26599 

Hillsboro Airport Authority May contributions  $        474.51  26597 

Hillsboro Park Board Rev Share  $     2,208.91  26600 

ICE Dust Control Calcium Chloride  $     3,736.00  26601 

Johnson, Eric Beautification Committee  $        200.00  26602 

Kress, Mike Planning & Zoning  $        200.00  26603 

KRJB Services  $     1,339.00  26604 

Lawson Hardflex  $        214.59  26605 

Lessard, Mike Planning & Zoning  $        200.00  26606 

Liska, Margaret Meter deposit refund  $        150.00  26607 

Loffler Copier  $        106.07  26608 

Mau, Simon June mowing contract  $     1,333.35  26609 

Midwest Inspection Building Permit - Anchor  $        718.44  26610 



Midwest Pest Control Pest control  $        152.00  26611 

Mikkleson, Brent Planning & Zoning  $        200.00  26612 

Miller, Matt Special Assessment Committee  $          50.00  26613 

Miller's Fresh Foods Supplies  $          13.74  26614 

Myers, Jon Special Assessment Committee x 2 Meet  $        100.00  26615 

Napa Parts  $        357.72  26616 

Nodak Disable power to motel  $        171.00  26617 

Olsen Hardware Supplies  $          64.86  26618 

Olympic Sales Garbage Bins  $     2,590.00  26619 

Reese, Levi Beautification Committee  $        200.00  26620 

Riemer, Marjorie Meter deposit refund  $        100.00  26621 

RMB Chemical- WTP  $     1,045.44  26622 

Sewill, Jason Meter deposit refund  $        100.00  26623 

Smelden, Adam Beautification Committee  $        200.00  26624 

Sorum Oil Gas/oil  $     6,212.12  26625 

Swenson, Leif Planning & Zoning/BC  $        400.00  26626 

Team Lab Freight Charge  $   19,499.50  26627 

Traill County Treasurer Sheriff Contract- June  $   19,190.83  26628 

Triage LLC Meter deposit refund  $        100.00  26629 

Valley Plains Parts  $     1,081.57  26630 

Van Diest Supply Company Altosid XR Briquets  $   16,368.00  26631 

Verizon Wireless Phones  $        462.34  26632 

Willison, Mike Planning & Zoning  $        200.00  26633 
  

 $ 117,114.71  
 

 
Commissioner Geray made the motion to pay the bills as presented. Commissioner Evans seconded.  
None voted no 
Motion carried. 
 
City Commissioners Reports: 
Commissioner Geray: 

• HEDC- Sponsoring the all-star games going on right now. Sponsoring some Hillsboro Days events and some 
of the Golf Course events.  

• Dagelman putting on an event on June 29, 2023. There is a notice in the Banner.   

• Daycare survey- need more employees.  

• Electrical- A lot more residents calling in. Thank you for calling. If you have gas water/heat, you do not need 
this load control installed. If you do have this, please give Public Works Super Intendent Anderson, City Hall, 
or Myself Commissioner Geray a call so that we can get you off the list after it has been verified.  

• Public Works Super Intendent Anderson did a radio interview regarding the load control.  
 

Commissioner Sather: Fire Department is getting the Sheriff’s pickup. 
 
Commissioner Evans:  Nothing to report.  
 
Commissioner Reese: 

• Still no pool manager yet. Find one by July 1, 2023, otherwise pool will remain closed.  

• Beautification-  
o Need approval to rent or hire out someone to come in and grind the stumps of the trees that 

were taken out last fall.  
Commissioner Sather made the motion to move ahead with renting or hiring someone to grind the stumps, checking 
with a resident in town first to see if this resident is licensed. Commissioner Geray seconded the motion. 
In a roll call vote 
Yes- Sather, Geray, Evans, and Reese 
Motion carried.  



• Special Assessment Committee met:  
o Hoping by the 15th or 16th that this will be up and running with the numbers finalized. 

• Riverwalk 
o They are asking for a decrease in their line of credit amount which is due on the 15th of June.  

Three properties that have been sold and built on. Relieving them of $165,190.60.  
 

Commissioner Geray made the motion to accept a decrease in Riverwalk’s  line of credit by $165,190.60. 
Commissioner Sather seconded the motion. 
In a roll call vote 
Yes- Sather, Geray, Evans, and Reese.  
Motion carried.  

 
City Officers Reports: 
Public Works Director Anderson: Nothing to report. 
City Attorney Strom:  

• Speaking as the new chair for the Lodging Tax AKA Visitors committee.  
o Move forward to donate $1000 dollars to the Rec district for 2 pitching mounds. 

Commissioner Geray made a motion to move forward with donation $1000 from the lodging tax funds to the Rec 
district. Commissioner Sather seconded the motion. 
In a roll call vote 
Yes- Evans, Geray, Sather, and Reese 
Motion carried.   
 
City Utility Auditor Myers:  Nothing to report. 
 
Sheriff’s Office:  Nothing to report.  
 
City Engineer Swanson:  

• Sewer Project: 
o Starting to close trenches. Main thing that’s left is connecting all the valves.  
o Extend a completion date until end of June.  

Commissioner Sather makes a motion to extend the deadline for the sewer and water line project to July 
28th, 2023, for the substantial completion. Commissioner Geray seconded the motion.  
In a roll call vote 
Yes- Sather, Evans, Geray, and Reese 
Motion carried.  

o Pay Application for the next monthly Installment. $175,708.20 is the amount.  
Commissioner Evans made the motion to approve the pay application in the amount of $175,708.20. 
Commissioner Sather seconded the motion.  
In a roll call vote 
Yes- Geray, Sather, Evans, and Reese.  

• Land & Water Conservation Fund Grant application update: (Pool Repairs) 
o Approved at %50. 
o The applications were competitive, and Hillsboro’s is the only project in the state that was 

approved.  
o Funds will become available in July. 
o Need a motion to go ahead and look for contractors.  

Commissioner Sather made a motion to start looking for contractors to do the pool repairs. Commissioner 
Evans seconded the motion.  
In a roll call vote  
Yes- Sather, Evans, Geray, and Reese.  
Motion carried.  

• TA Sidewalk Update: 
o Bridge construction is planned for 2025, may get moved up to 2024.  
o Sidewalk project that we are doing with DOT will be done in August with bids starting in 

November for 2024 construction.  
o City will pay around 20% of construction. Estimated amount is $50K. Concrete will be more, 

around $200K.  

• Storm water master plan update: 
o Surveys are complete. 
o Develop the model.  
o Start running scenarios. 

 
BC Tickets:  



• Reevaluate HBC Ticket # 2021004 – 103 4th St NE  
o Commission President Reese went and took new pictures.  
o Considerable improvement 
o Property owner needs to deal with the parked trailers.  
o Move this to the Beautification Committee.  

Old Business: 
 
Policy Handbook:   

• Tabled until next meeting. Highlight concerns. 
 

 Tax Equalization 2024 Letter of Intent Approval: 
Commissioner Geray made a motion to approve the Tax Equalization 2024 Letter of intent. Commissioner Sather 
seconded the motion.  
In a roll call vote 
Yes- Geray, Sather, Evans, and Reese.  
Motion carried.  
 
Façade Grant Application at 15 W Caledonia: 

• Tabled 

• Would like to see more advertising for this grant.  

• For full discussion please visit our website under the YouTube tab.  
 
New Business: 
 
Administration Assistant Recommendation for Hire: 

• City Hall would like to recommend Abby Hjelmstad as the new Administrative Assistant. 

• Recommended wages would be $16.10 hr., with a $1.50 raise after her 6-month evaluation.  
Commissioner Sather made a motion to approve the recommendation to hire Abby Hjelmstad as the new 
Administrative Assistant at $16.10 per hr., with a $1.50 raise pending her 6-month evaluation. Commissioner Evans 
seconded the motion.  
In a roll call vote 
Yes- Sather, Geray, Evans, and Reese.  
Motion carried.  
 
Public Works Recommendation for Hire: 

• Would recommend Lavern Suchor (Vern) 

• Experienced in many areas. 

• Starting wage at $19.75 per hour with a $1.50 raise after 6-month evaluation.  
Commissioner Sather made the motion to approve the recommendation to hire Lavern Suchor at $19.75 per hour with 
a $1.50 raise pending a 6-month evaluation.  Commissioner Evans seconded the motion.  
In a roll call vote 
Yes- Geray, Evans, Sather, and Reese 
Motion carried.  
 
OSLC Street Closure Approval June 14th, 2023, 3PM-8PM: 
Commissioner Sather made a motion to approve the OSLC street closure for June 14th from 3pm-8pm. Commissioner 
Geray seconded the motion.  
In a roll call vote 
Yes- Sather, Evans, Geray, and Reese  
Motion carried.  
 
Milling Paving Quote: 

• Public Works Super Intendent Anderson will be getting a second quote in 2 weeks. 

• Tabled until next meeting. 
 
Local Event Permit Form- HBA 
Commissioner Evans made a motion to approve the local event permit form for HBA. Commissioner Sather seconded 
the motion.  
In a roll call vote 
Yes- Sather, Evans, and Reese 
Abstain- Geray 
Motion carried.  
 
New Commissioner Appointment Discussions: 



• If interested come to the June 20th commission meeting and interview in front of the Commission.  
 
Liquor License Transfers: 

• Red Pine Distillery 
o Thursdays during the summer for the Farmer’s Market 

Commissioner Geray made the motion to approve the Red Pine Distillery’s liquor license transfer for Thursday’s during 
the summer for the Farmers Market. Commissioner Evans seconded the motion.  
In a roll call vote 
Yes- Sather, Geray, Evans, and Reese 
Motion carried.  

• Vets Club 
o June 16th Dueling Pianos. 
o June 16th & 17th Hillsboro Days- Vets Club parking lot. 
o June 23rd to the Armory for Anniversary party.  

Commissioner Sather made a motion to approve the Vet’s Club liquor licenses for June 16th, 17th, and 23rd. 
Commissioner Evans seconded the motion. 
In a roll call vote 
Yes- Geray, Evans, Sather, and Reese 
Motion carried.  

• Goose River Brewing  
o June 16th & 17th – Goose River Brewing outdoor patio. 

Commissioner Geray made a motion to approve the Goose River Brewing liquor license transfer for the 16th & 17th to 
the outdoor patio contingent on Sheriff Hunt’s recommendation about allowing under 21 years of age on the patio 
where the liquor is being sold. Commissioner Sather seconded the motion.  
In a roll call vote 
Yes- Evans, Sather, Geray, and Reese 
Motion carried.   
 
Tractor Pull: 
Commissioner Sather made the motion to put the Hillsboro Days Tractor Pull under the City’s insurance. Commissioner 
Geray seconded the motion.  
In a roll call vote 
Yes- Geray, Sather, Evans, and Reese. 
Motion carried.  
 
Citizens Addressing the Commission 
 
 
Adjournment:  
 
Commissioner Sather made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:56pm. Commissioner Geray seconded the motion.  
None vote no 
Motion carried.  
 
 
 
 
_____________________   _________________________ 
Sara Myers      Levi Reese 
Utility Auditor     Commission President 

 
 
 
 
 

The next regular meeting of the Hillsboro Board of City Commissioners 
will be at 6:30 PM on Tuesday, June 20, 2023, at Main Street Community Center. 


