
DATE: 03/20/2023 
TIME:  6:30 PM 
 
THE HILLSBORO BOARD OF CITY COMMISSIONERS HELD A REGULAR MEETING AT  
MAIN COMMUNITY CENTER AT THE ABOVE DATE AND TIME. 
 
Commissioners present: Reese, Sather, Geray, Evans   
 
Commissioners Absent: Kress. 
 
Commissioner Reese opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance at 6:30 PM. 
 
Reading of the Minutes: 
Commissioner Sather made the motion to approve the March 06, 2023, meeting minutes with the corrections, void 
check 26406 and add comments of Commissioner Geray on Utility Auditor Position.  Commissioner Geray seconded the 
motion.  
None voted no, Motion carried.  
 
Presentation of Bills 

A P to be approved on 03/20/2023 PAID on  03/20/2023  Amount  Check # 

Acme Tools 50FT pressure hose   $        170.16  26413 

AE2S Sanitary FM/Auditor assistance  $     3,641.35  26414 

Alicia's Cleaning Services Cleaning services- April  $        300.00  26415 

Allegiant Load Management  $     3,390.74  26416 

Aramark Linen Services  $        150.04  26417 

Border States Jumper wire/misc electric parts  $        296.25  26418 

Business Essentials 3- ring binders  $          41.34  26419 

Core & Main Ipearl  $        278.52  26420 

Dakota Natural Gas Gas  $        307.17  26421 

DBM Contracting llc Ice jam/snow removal-armory  $        200.00  26422 

Ewing Oil Fuel  $        239.62  26423 

H2O Spectraguard  $   10,969.50  26424 

Hawkins Chemical  $          60.00  26425 

Hillsboro Banner Ads/legal  $        790.56  26426 

Lawson Products Misc Parts  $        493.73  26427 

Loffler Service  $        105.97  26428 

Lowry Assessement totals review  $        270.00  26429 

Magnuson Tire Tires  $          88.98  26430 

Menards Port phone splice  $          14.63  26431 

MRES Feb Energy  $ 219,485.45  865E 

MRES Misc Service  $     4,261.90  26432 

Ohnstad Twichell Professional services  $   13,050.00  26433 

Overhead Door Company Service  $        463.25  26434 

Premium Waters Water- Shop/CH  $        124.37  26435 

Reese, Levi Mic system addition  $        403.13  26436 

RMB WTP  $        945.26  26437 

Sandbo Plumbing Shop RPZ  $     3,289.53  26438 

Sorum  Oil Fuel  $     8,497.42  26439 

Starion Bond Service Bonds  $   92,413.75  26440 

Swanston Equipment Chute extension  $        653.28  26441 

T&R Electric Three phase pad mount  $     9,684.72  26442 

USA Blue Book PH Sensor/Insertion Mount  $     1,598.00  26443 

Valley Plains  parts  $        648.32  26444 

Waste Management Trash acct & Rolloffs  $   47,436.06  26445 

     $ 424,763.00    

 
Commissioner Evans made the motion to pay the bills as presented. Commissioner Sather seconded.  None voted no. 
Motion carried. 
 
 



Monthly Disconnects - March:  
Commissioner Geray made the motion to rescind the original  motion  last year to send H Borough to collections.  
Commissioner Evans seconded the motion.  
In a roll call vote: 
Yes- Sather, Geray,  Evans, and Reese.  Two thirds vote, four to zero, with one not voting absent.  Motion carried.  
 
Commissioner Sather made the motion to send H Borough to tax collections and the eight accounts on list to 
collections .  Commissioner Geray seconded the motion.  
In a roll call vote: 
Yes- Sather, Geray,  Evans, and Reese.  Motion carried. 
 
Commissioner Sather made the motion to approve the monthly disconnects for March. Commissioner Geray seconded 
the motion.  
In a roll call vote 
Yes- Geray,  Sather, Evans, and Reese. Motion carried.  
 
City Commissioners Reports: 
 
Commissioner Geray: 

• Beautification meeting was about Anchor and Railroad Park nothing was decided just discussed concerns. 
After signing the lease have 180 days to put fence up.  

• HEDC- meeting next Monday March 27th.  
o HEDC along with Goose River Brewery started Bingo on Sunday. It will be on Thursday nights and 

Sunday afternoons. 

• Electrical  
o Copy of proposed service calls with Barnesville, will wait until Public Works Director Jim Anderson 

is here to go over this.  Anderson is at Missouri River Energy Services at Sioux Falls meeting on 
electric proposals, generators, and future ideas. 

 
Commissioner Sather:   

• That the Sheriff’s department has received their new pickup and just wanted to make sure it was still ok to 
give Officer Weber’s old pickup to the Fire Department. 

• Just a reminder to pull your garbage totes off the streets after pickup. 
 
Commissioner Evans:  

• We need  to decide on the true up as we have a meeting on March 30th, about the Joint Power Agreement 
with the ECRWD to replace the current one which includes Mayville now and to keep current agreement 
terms in place with ECRWD until the new one is in place. 

Commissioner Evans makes a motion to break the JPA with ECRWD and to create a second agreement with just 
ECRWD and Hillsboro with the same terms as previous agreement.  Commissioner Sather seconded.  
In a roll call vote 
Yes- Geray,  Sather, Evans, and Reese. Motion carried.  
 
Commissioner Reese 

• Anchor Ingredient is looking at getting socks and moving auger down when loading at the south plant. Keep 
the doors closed when dumping, one of the garage doors is not working currently. Anchor is putting in 
$200,000 to $300,000 to fix problems. 

• New mics are here but the rest is still not in.  

• I want to make it clear that as long as I am President of the Commission, I will always allow the public to 
speak in front of us. Whether it is right or wrong, whether it is the Attorney General’s decision but I feel it is 
in our best interest for us to hear the public and to know what is going on now, what the feelings are 
because I am one person but I don’t want to make a soul decision, I truly believe I need the input of the 
residents of the City of Hillsboro to make good decisions. 

• Pool grant was put in haven’t heard back on this yet. We need to decide on the pool director to get a job 
description and I will be working with Kathy on that . 
  

City Officers Reports: 
 
Public Works Director Anderson:  gone 
City Attorney Strom: Nothing to report.  
 
City Auditor:  

• Kevin from FEMA has all the documents put together, signed and on to the next step for approval. 
 



 
Sheriff’s Office: Nothing to report.  
 
City Engineer Swanson:  

• I-29 Pedestrian Bridge working on sidewalks that interconnect with the bridge, they moved the bid date to 
November 2023 with construction in 2024. Falls in the same timeline as the construction of pedestrian 
bridge. 

• Commissioner Reese was asking what the final decision of the replacement tunnel underneath the I-29 was,  
Swanson will check on this. 

• USDA Water project the river crossing from the railroad tracks to the park was installed and paid for in the 
fall of 2022. The I-29 crossing has been completely installed and a large section of pipe by the wastewater 
plant has been put in the last couple of weeks. We are going to wait for better weather for compaction 
work in the pipe trenches. 

• Breidenbach Pay App #2 – for $233,515.70 will bring the contractor payments up to date with work that is 
done. 

• USDA Pay App #2 – estimate of funds and application for USDA to allow payment of this. If approved tonight 
will go on to USDA for approval  and next commission meeting to approve a check. 
 

Commissioner Sather made the motion to approve the payoffs. Commissioner Geray seconded. 
 In a roll call vote 
Yes- Geray,  Sather, Evans, and Reese. Motion carried.  
  
City Engineer Swanson said this $233,515.70 payment will come out of the Cities loan portion as we still haven’t 
gotten to point  the loan is filled and the USDA has kicked in. 
 

• Task Order 11 - Storm Water Master Plan last discussed in August 2022 we held off on this in the 2023 
Budget and bringing it up again so see it you wanted to move forward with this. The master plan is to 
analyst the entire existing storm system and drainage patterns through town to come up where the short 
comings are  if additional pipe is needed or bigger manholes. If you approve tonight, we will  work up  a plan 
to fix storm water problems by August 2023 for next year’s budget or combine it with street project. 

 
Commissioner Evans made the motion to approve Task Order 11.    Commissioner Sather seconded. 
 In a roll call vote 
Yes- Geray,  Sather, Evans, and Reese. Motion carried.  

 
BC Ticket Items: 

• Nothing new 
 

Old Business: 
 
ECRWD – 2022 True up & JPA: 

•  Commissioner Evans addressed  this earlier in the meeting. 
 

New Business: 
 
Compost Pile by City Shop: 

• Commissioner Sather wants to wait until next meeting after he talks to Public Works Director Anderson 

• Commissioner Reese presented two quotes Dakota Fence for $31,553 auto gate and new fence. If we move 
it somewhere else 150 x 150 is $31,226 fence and $8,145 for opener. 

 
Cemetery Farmland Lease Agreement renewal: 

• Tabled until next meeting. 
 
Future of Rural Supply Chains - Crowdsourcing: 

• NDSU Upper Great Plains Transport Institute is applying for a national science foundation grant to provide a 
last mile delivery. To create an app to allow citizens in Hillsboro, Fargo, or Grand Forks to deliver packages. 
If the grant  goes through the city would help with advertising the app.   

   
Commissioner Geray made the motion to support the application until costs are involved to look at it again.    
Commissioner Evans seconded. 
 In a roll call vote 
Yes- Geray,  Sather, Evans, and Reese. Motion carried.  
 
 



 
Line Worker Student Opportunity: 

• Lineman program in Bismarck for one week in June 2023 summer course for student to get credit or 
experience. The cost is around $1,200 plus travel, we would need to get an application setup for students to 
apply.  

   
Commissioner Geray made the motion to sponsor one student.    Commissioner Evans seconded. 
 In a roll call vote 
Yes- Geray,  Sather, Evans, and Reese. Motion carried.  
 
Policy Handbook: 

• Start looking at any changes that  need to be made to the hiring process, add job descriptions in the 
manual. 

 
Citizens Addressing the Commission: 

• Jared Ferguson- 203 1st Ave SW I would like the city to approach the gas company to ask them when they 
are going to fix what they destroyed putting in gas lines. 

Commissioner Reese will email and call  the gas company, anyone else please contact City to let us know. 

• Jon Myers -  Sidewalks need repair around the city, it is unsafe to walk on some. Also  I want to address the 
email I sent to Commissioners and Hillsboro Banner, Levi Reese did address it. I would like to draw the line 
when it comes to intimidating the office staff. There are other ways of addressing concerns by email, phone 
calls and talking after the meeting. 

• Vonie Manthey – I appreciate the right to be able to speak about concerns at meetings. I am here for my 
sister’s water bill last month, where did all the water go? We are going to have a plumber look at this. We 
will let you know if we want it shut off at the curb stop.     
 

Adjournment: 
Commissioner Sather moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:56 pm. Commissioner Evans seconded. Motion carried. 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________   _________________________ 
Julie Bjorklund      Levi Reese 
City Deputy Auditor     Commission President 

 
 
 

The next regular meeting of the Hillsboro Board of City Commissioners 
will be at 6:30 PM on Monday, April 3, 2023, at Main Street Community Center. 


