
DATE: 05/15/2023 
TIME:  6:30 PM 
 
THE HILLSBORO BOARD OF CITY COMMISSIONERS HELD A REGULAR MEETING AT  
MAIN COMMUNITY CENTER AT THE ABOVE DATE AND TIME. 
 
Commissioners present: Reese, Sather, Geray, Evans 
 
Commissioners Absent: None 
 
Commissioner Reese opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance at 6:30 PM. 
 
Reading of the Minutes: 
Commissioner Sather made the motion to approve the May 1, 2023, meeting minutes.  Commissioner Geray seconded 
the motion with a couple of changes to Commissioner Geray’s report.  
None voted no, Motion carried.  
 
Presentation of Bills 

A P to be approved on 
05/15/2023 

PAID on 05/15/2023  Amount  Check # 
 

AE2S FM/I-29/GIS/Storm water master  $   12,702.25  26541 
 

Allegiant Load Management  $     1,026.13  26542 
 

Anchor Ingredients BES  $     8,000.00  26543 
 

Aramark Linen Services  $        150.04  26544 
 

Border States Electric Fuse amperes x6/cable cutter  $     8,815.70  26545 
 

Brite-Way Window Cleaning CH window cleaning  $          51.00  26546 
 

Dakota Natural Gas Gas  $        127.77  26547 
 

Ewing Oil Gas/oil  $        148.23  26548 
 

Grainger supplies  $        128.85  26549 
 

Hillsboro Airport Authority Apr Contribution  $        122.68  26550 
 

Hillsboro Banner Legal/ads  $     2,861.64  26551 
 

Hillsboro Kiwanis 3rd Qtr Payment  $          75.00  26552 
 

Jet-Way Thaw frozen water line 410 Caledonia  $        605.00  26553 
 

KRJB Ads  $        780.00  26554 
 

Lawson Parts/supplies  $        311.79  26555 
 

Lee, Ron Meter deposit  $        100.00  26556 
 

Loffler Service  $        108.40  26557 
 

Mau, Simon May- Mowing  $     1,333.35  26558 
 

Midwest Pest Control Pest Control   $        207.00  26559 
 

MRES April service  $ 138,923.51  882E 
 

MRES MISC Services  $     3,622.92  26560 
 

ND Dept of Environmental 
Quality 

Water-Nitrate  $          13.24  26561 
 

ND One Call Service- April  $          21.55  26562 
 

Nodak Services  $     6,270.54  26563 
 

Ohnstad Twitchell Professional Services  $   11,688.35  26564 
 

Olsen Hardware supplies  $          81.43  26565 
 

Payment Service Network Apr Service  $        342.40  883E 
 

PowerPlan RDO GF  $        264.21  26566 
 

Premium Waters Drinking water  $          69.38  26567 
 

RMB Chemical  $        252.65  26568 
 

Team Lab Fine road patch/EZ dose it/Red grease  $     4,184.00  26569 
 



Traill County Equalization Centralized County Assessor  $   26,060.00  26570 
 

Waste Management Roll Offs/Trash  $   25,193.16  26571 
 

Wright Implement MTP-24 Battery  $        204.95  26572 
 

     $ 254,847.12    
 

 
Commissioner Geray made the motion to pay the bills as presented. Commissioner Evans seconded.  
In a roll call vote 
Yes- Evans, Geray, Sather, and Reese 
Motion carried.  
 
Monthly Disconnects- May: 
 
Commissioner Sather made the motion to approve monthly disconnects for Tuesday May 23, 2023. Commissioner 
Geray seconded the motion.  
In a roll call vote 
Yes- Geray, Evans, Sather, and Reese.  
Motion carried.   
 
City Commissioners Reports: 
Commissioner Evans: 

• Water and sewer master plan has been started.  
o Task one under general coordination is 25% complete. 
o Task two under data & site review is 50% complete.  

• Reached out to the Airport. Good news on all fronts 
o They will be having their annual fly-in this summer. Current dates have not been set yet.  

• Visitors committee under the Lodging Tax. 
o Agreed to donate $2,000 for the dueling Piano’s during Hillsboro Days.  
o Currently taking requests for funds for the remaining amount left in that fund.  

▪ Request must be made in writing.  
▪ Submitted to J.R Strom at Ohnstad Twitchell 
▪ Five bullet points that the request must obtain.  

• Listing the principal people or organizations involved 

• Outline the nature of the request in size and sculp. 

• Specifically listing the dollar amount requested.  

• Specify how the funds will be promoting, encouraging, and attracting people 
to come to Hillsboro, and use the travel and tourism within the city.  

• Specify a timeline of the start and completion of the project, and present 
evidence that additional required financing if applicable is available.   
 

Commissioner Evans makes the motion to approve donating $2,000 to HBA for the Dueling Piano’s during Hillsboro 
Days. Commissioner Sather Seconded the motion. 
In a roll call vote 
Yes- Evans, Sather, Reese 
Abstain- Geray 
Motion carried.  
 
Commissioner Sather:  

• Public Works purchased garbage totes.  
 

Commissioner Geray:  

• HEDC doesn’t meet until next week.  

• Load Controls are going in slowly.  
o There is a way to charge people a $50 penalty for not getting it installed.  
o Put more information in the paper, on social media, and put a reminder on the back of the bills. 
o Would like to set a deadline for when we would start penalizing. 
o Scheduled by July 10, 2023 

Commissioner Geray made the motion to set the deadline for July 10, 2023, to get scheduled for the load control install 
and start a $50 penalty fee and have City Attorney Strom update the rate sheet. Commissioner Sather seconded the 
motion.  
In a roll call vote 
Yes- Sather, Geray, Evans, and Reese 
Motion carried.  



 
Commissioner Reese: 

• Hillsboro Recreation District- Melissa Beach Is taking over the President role.  
o Possible hosting a little league tournament this summer.  
o Babe Ruth tournament is here again this year.  

• Have been working with City Attorney Juelson on the Kingman Sewer project and letting people know what 
they owe.  

• Beautification Committee did apply for two grants at railroad park.  

• A month ago, Ryan Opdahl from Farmer’s Union Insurance approached Commission President Reese about 
going with his agency for NDIRF. Commissioner Reese mentioned that it would not be up to him, that the 
whole Commission would need to decide. If this were to be opened, that the Commission would invite all 
insurance agencies in town to come before the Commission about it.  

o Commissioner Reese approached Nodak and they were not interested.  
 

City Officers Reports: 
Public Works Director Anderson: Nothing to report. 
City Attorney Juelson: Nothing to report. 
City Auditor Frederick:  

• Reminder that Hillsboro Days is coming up, any food truck vendors need to have a permit and all 
documentation submitted to City Hall prior to serving food. Applications can be picked up at City Hall or 
found on our website.  

• Need a motion to have a wage set for Utility Auditor Myers 

• Recommend her starting wage at $19.25 per hour with a $1.56 raise if she would go through the Auditor 
Certification Program through NDLC 

Commissioner Sather made the motion to accept the $19.25 per hour wage with the $1.56 raise once the Auditor’s 
Certification Program is completed for Utility Auditor Myers. Commissioner Evans seconded the motion.  
In a roll call vote 
Yes- Geray, Evans, Sather, and Reese 
Motion carried.  

• Deputy Auditor Bjorklund’s retirement party is Wednesday May 24th at the Community Center from 3pm-
5pm.  

 
Sheriff’s Office: Nothing to report.  
City Engineer Swanson: Nothing to report.  
 
BC Tickets: 

• Sending out letters to ticketed properties again as a reminder to get their property cleaned up.  

• Ticket #2021004- 103 4th St NE 
o The property owner was found guilty on two counts, both with the Beautification Committee and 

with the city ordinances.  
o $1000 per count.  
o $1000 per day of the day in question.  
o Every meeting – decide if the property is still in violation and then refer to the Sheriff Department 

for the extra charge.  
o The property owner has 30 days from last Wednesday to 10th of May to appeal it with the ND 

Supreme Court.  
 

Old Business: 
 
Policy Handbook:   

• Utility Auditor Myers addressed the Commission about the hiring process not being put in the handbook.  

• Commission President Reese had finished the hiring process but had accidently forgotten to put it in the 
handbook.  

• Adding office staff in on the interviews.  

• Manager can request a second commissioner that he/she feels comfortable with to sit in on the interview.  

• Do not have to request time off, just must communicate with the supervisor and Commission.  

• The probationary period is only for new hires.  

• Tabled 
 
 
New Business: 
 
Tax Equalization 2024 Letter of Intent Approval 

• Tabled 



 
Approval to Remove Deputy Auditor Bjorklund from Banking and Add Utility Auditor Myers as a Signer: 

• Commissioner Geray made a motion to approve removing Deputy Auditor Bjorklund from the banking and 
add Utility Auditor Myers as a signer. Commissioner Evans seconded the motion.  
In a roll call vote 
Yes- Sather, Evans, Geray, and Reese.  
Motion carried.  

 
Façade Grant Application at 15 W Caledonia: 

• Tabled 
 
DHB Street Closure for Annual Hot Dog Day for Hillsboro Days  

• 2 ½ St NW 
Commissioner Sather made a motion to approve the closure of 2 ½ St NW for the annual hot dog day for Hillsboro 
days. Commissioner Evans seconded the motion.  
In a roll call vote 
Yes- Geray, Sather, Evans, and Reese 
Motion carried.  
 
HEDC Gaming Site Authorizations 

• A&R Bar 

• Goose River Brewery 
Commissioner Evans made a motion to approve the gaming site authorization for A&R Bar and Goose River Brewery. 
Commissioner Sather seconded the motion.  
In a roll call vote  
Yes- Sather, Evans, Geray, and Reese 
Motion carried. 
 
Public Library Summer 2023 Budget Proposal Approval 
 
Commissioner Sather made a motion to approve the Public Library Summer 2023 Budget Proposal. Commissioner 
Geray seconded the motion.  
In a roll call vote 
Yes- Evans, Sather, Geray, and Reese.  
Motion carried.  
 
Demolition Grant Application- 202 2nd St SE 
 
Commissioner Sather made a motion to approve the Demolition Grant Application for 202 2nd St SE. Commissioner 
Evans seconded the motion. 
In a roll call vote 
Yes- Sather, Evans, Geray, and Reese 
Motion carried.  
 
Mike Kress’s Resignation from City Commission and Planning & Zoning 
 
Commissioner Geray made a motion to accept Mike Kress’s resignation from the City Commission and Planning & 
Zoning. Commissioner Evans seconded the motion.  
In a roll call vote 
Yes- Sather, Geray, Evans, and Reese 
Motion carried.  
 
Mike Lessard & Mike Willison’s Resignation from Planning & Zoning 
 
Commissioner Geray made a motion to accept Mike Lessard and Mike Willison from Planning & Zoning. Commissioner 
Evans seconded the motion.  
In a roll call vote 
Geray, Evans, Sather, and Reese.  
Motion carried.  
 
HTC Grant Application Hillsboro Rec District 

• Applying for two pitching mounds to be added for tournaments this summer.  
Commissioner Sather made a motion to approve the HTC Grant Application for the Hillsboro Rec District. 
Commissioner Geray seconded the motion.  



In a roll call vote 
Yes- Geray, Evans, Sather, and Reese 
Motion carried.  
 
Transfer of Liquor License Application 

• A&R Bar 
Commissioner Geray made a motion to approve the transfer of Liquor License Application for the A&R Bar. 
Commissioner Evans seconded the motion. 
In a roll call vote 
Yes- Sather, Evans, Geray, and Reese 
Motion carried.  
 
 
Citizens Addressing the Commission 
 
Susie Anderson- Mike Kress used to have the portfolio but wants to know who oversees fixing the grave sites that 
were covered with water.  
Chuck Putnam- Reiterated more about the cemetery having water on it. 

• Mayville is working on their roads, and they are doing a great job.  
Allison Whisney- Would like to know how the building permit process will be now that Mike Kress is gone.  

• Would like to say thank you to all the Mike’s for all the years of service.  

• Sending all building permits to Planning & Zoning and all the Commissioners.  

• Would like to know what the process is to recall the Commission President.  
Jon Myers- Piggyback off Chucks comment about curb and gutter work needing to be done.  

• Line Items A-G, we are looking more at residential properties instead of City Public Properties to beautify 
the city.  

 
 
Adjournment:  
 
Commissioner Sather made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:35pm. Commissioner Geray seconded the motion.  
None vote no 
Motion carried.  
 
 
 
 
_____________________   _________________________ 
Ashley Frederick      Levi Reese 
City Auditor     Commission President 

 
 
 
 
 

The next regular meeting of the Hillsboro Board of City Commissioners 
will be at 6:30 PM on Monday, June 5, 2023, at Main Street Community Center. 


