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Overview

The Tree Inventory & Plan (TIP) was developed to help the City of Hillsboro make informed decisions about
its street and park trees. Trees provide a multitude of benefits to the community, and using sound tree man-
agement practices allows a community to maximize these environmental services while minimizing
environmental costs. Management is especially important considering the serious threats posed by invasive
pests like the emerald ash borer (EAB). EAB has recently been found as close as Sauk Centre, Minnesota;
Sioux Falls, South Dakota and Winnipeg, Manitoba. It is an aggressive pest which kills all species of ash
(Fraxinus) trees (but not mountain ash, which is not in the same genus). Seventy-one percent of Hillsboro’s
trees are ash, and therefore vulnerable to EAB. Increasing tree diversity now will help the community forest
weather EAB and other aggressive pests.

Inventory & Results

In May of 2021, an intern from the North Dakota Forest Service updated Hillsboro’s public tree inventory.
Findings include:

e Hillsboro’s 1,510 trees represent 40 different species.
e The top three species are: green ash (71%), silver maple (5%), and crabapple (5%)
o Hillsboro’s trees provide $293,796 in annual benefits, an average of $195 per tree.

® 94% of the trees are in good condition. Roughly 4% are in fair condition and require pruning.

Recommendations

The practices in the Recommendations section are achievable for Hillsboro and will help Hillsboro’s public
trees thrive and provide benefits sustainably.

Use this report to develop a Community Forestry Plan to guide Hillsboro’s efforts. A draft plan has been
prepared and included.

e Remove the poor to very poor condition trees. Utilize NDFS cost-share funds for assistance. A condition
map is available with a TIP Tool username and password.

e Plant an average of 20 trees each year to replace normal losses and begin to increase the number of trees
in Hillsboro. Plant a variety of species from the included list “Recommended Trees for North Dakota”.

e Update the Hillsboro tree ordinance and develop an EAB Response Plan.
e Certify as a Tree City USA by conducting annual Arbor Day Celebrations.

e Apply for NDFS cost-share funds for tree removal and tree planting. A cost-share matrix is included.



